
Warm Up

Would you agree that freedom and liberty are the most prized qualities of the USA? If so, we
need to be honest with ourselves how we define freedom, what we assume it means. What
definition of freedom did you learn in school? If you don’t recall what you were taught, what is
your understanding of freedom drawn from your American experience? 

Take note of the focus of your definition of freedom.
Is it focused on right or responsibility. Is it isolated or in the context of community?

It is critical that I am clear about my understanding of freedom lest my civic definition shapes my
understanding of freedom in Christ, rather than letting Scripture define my understanding of
the freedom Christ has prepared for me.

1. Sermon for January 17, 2021

Text: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Theme: Grow in Jesus’ enlightened understanding of freedom.

Share your questions or comments regarding Sunday’s sermon.

Share your questions or comments regarding Sunday’s sermon text.

12 “All things are permitted for me” — but not all things are beneficial. “All things are permitted for
me” — but I will not allow anything to control me. 13 “Foods are for the belly, and the belly is for
foods, but God will do away with both of them.” However, the body is not for sexual immorality, but
for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body. 14 God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by his
power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then remove the members
of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who
is joined to a prostitute is one body with her? For it says, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he
who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him.

18 Flee from sexual immorality! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body, but he who
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for
you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body.

2. The EHV labels this section as “Flee From Sexual Immorality!” The NIV labels it simply
“Sexual Immorality”. The word freedom is not found in this text. What in this text points to
Paul offering us Jesus’ enlightened understanding of freedom?

All things are permitted for me = I am free to choose what I want.

You are not your own for you were bought at a price. Freed to be owned by God.
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3. Note the quotation marks in vs. 12-13. The Greek text does not include quotations marks or
any form of punctuation. Punctuation is drawn from context. These quotation marks reflect the
translators’ understanding that Paul is quoting the justification offered by some Corinthian
Christian men for their Christian liberty to use the services of (temple?) prostitutes.

 Based on how Paul quotes them, flesh out their reasoning.
Christ set us free from the Law. We don’t have to follow the OT morality codes. God permits me to
choose what I think is good and wise.

Beside, just as food is for the belly/body/appetite and these will not go with us into heaven. The
body passes away. There’s nothing wrong with satisfying my sexual appetite. It’s natural and has
no spiritual consequences.

The second line may seem to suggest that there will be not eating after the resurrection, just has
Jesus tells us there’s no marriage (implied sexual intimacy) after the resurrection.

4. Paul brackets his teaching about sexual intimacy between these 2 parallel phrases.
However, the body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.

You are not your own, 20 for you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body.

Explain the parallels and how each verse informs the other.
Jesus paid the high price of his blood/life to redeem us - that is buy us back to belong to him. His
purpose is that be belong to him - that he is our master. Not sin, Satan, and separation (death) from
God.

Our new purposes - the one we were created for and redeemed for - is to be and life for the Lord.
He is the source of our being and the one who we life for - to glory him as our Creator/Redeemer.

What does Paul mean when he says, the Lord is for the body?
He is there to support it’s existence and blessings. Without his active ongoing creative fiat our
bodies are dust

5. The Greeks held conflicting views of the human body. Many saw it as beautiful and perfect -
an object for art and display. They were utterly revolted by circumcision. The contrasting
Greek philosophy saw the body as a prison for the soul - the real person. So the body was of
no consequence. This created contempt for the body, neglecting it and/or disconnecting
behavior from the soul.

 Paul corrects their dismissive comments about the body with good news that reveals how
highly God values our whole person - body and soul. Identify these points of good news.

1. Christ took on flesh - his was raised from the dead - our bodies will be raised from the dead.

2. We are united with Christ as members of his body. Paul points out our one in spirit with Jesus.
We are in an intimate fellowship with Christ (not sexual), fully one - restored in God’s image.

3. Make members in the body of Christ probably also points to our communion in the Church.

4. Our bodies become temples of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us. Not as a house guest alone, but
also in fellowship with our spirit - actively interceding for us with care and power.

5. God put his name on us. We belong to him. This is the praise Paul spoke of in Romans 2. 
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6. The Certainly not! of v. 15 is the same Greek word Paul uses in Roman 6. Shall we keep on
sinning so that grace may increase? Absolutely not! This is the strongest negative in the
Greek language. It is absolutely appalling to faith - to the new self.

 In v. 18 Paul says, Flee from sexual immorality! Does this remind you of any Bible Story?
Why doesn’t Paul just tell us to resist sexual immorality?

That’s how Joseph dealt with Potiphar’s wife when he realized she lusted to sleep with him and
when she finally cornered him. He fled.

Paul knows how strong sexual desire is. Anything less then fleeing is playing with fire.

Sexual pleasure is highly addictive - enslaving.

7. Paul specifically addresses men employing female prostitutes, the most common form of
prostitution. Those who want to justify their sexual freedom today might argue this text only
addresses sex with a prostitute. Noting that Paul doesn’t address consensual sex without pay,
recreational sex (outside a relationship), sexual exploration of a relationship, sharing a bed
before marriage, homosexual sex (recreational or in a relationship) or pornography. What are
they ignoring?

All sexual intimacy makes the 2 one flesh. It binds or links the 2 together in a body that can never
be undone. Furthermore, it is a sin against your own body. Engaging your body in something that is
harmful to itself, not beneficial or what it was designed for. A cleaving and cleaving. A binding
and breaking/ripping. Because sexual experience is a whole person encounter.

8. While Paul is clearly addressing sexual immorality - sexually misusing our bodies - what in
this text provides Biblical truths that speak to other misuses of our bodies?

Our body is not for our own self-serving pleasure. We belong to the Lord. Our body is made to
serve him. The nature of sin is self-serving - what I want. Drugs, alcohol, tobacco, excessive
eating, neglect of care for our body, etc.

The whole text elevates the way we look at our bodies and how we think about their purpose.

9. Ever since Satan tempted Adam and Eve to break free from being servants of God, to become
their own gods/lords, sinners have rebelled against God’s claim to be our Lord and that we are
his servants - in fact slaves. 

 Expose the deception that I am only free if I am my own master and have no other lord.
I am not my master. I didn’t make me. I can’t independently sustain me. I can’t stop aging and
death. Sin, Satan, and death are my masters when I think I can be in charge of anything in my life.

 How would you explain to someone that being a slave of Jesus Christ is true freedom?
When Jesus is my Lord, I am reconnected to the Source of life and can be all that I was meant to be
- all I was made for. Since Jesus only seeks my best interest, it’s foolish to think I or any other lord
can offer me anything better. 

Only under Jesus am I freed from sin’s mastery, guilt, shame, and consequences. 

In Christ, I have a freed will - a will freed from rebellion, foolishness, blindness, self-destruction.
To want what God wants for me, is to want what it not just good, but totally optimal. 

10. Is there anything else we want to discuss from this text?
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First Lesson: 1 Samuel 3:1-10

3 The boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. The word of the LORD was rare
in those days. Prophetic vision was not common.

2 Now it happened that Eli’s eyes had begun to grow dim, so that he could not see. Once when Eli
was lying down in his place 3 and God’s lamp had not yet gone out, Samuel was lying down in the
LORD’s temple, where God’s ark was. 4 The LORD called Samuel, and Samuel said, “I am here.” 5 He
ran to Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.”

Eli said, “I did not call. Lie down again.” So he went and lay down.

6 Then the LORD called once more, “Samuel!”

So Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.”

He answered, “I did not call, my son. Lie down again.”

7 Now Samuel had not yet experienced the LORD’s presence, that is, the word of the LORD had not yet
been revealed to him.

8 The LORD called Samuel for the third time. So he got up and went to Eli and said, “I am here, since
you called me.”

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the young man. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down,
and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’”

So Samuel went and once again lay down in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood there and called
as he had the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

11. What is v. 1 telling us? How big was the Bible at this time? Imagine living with that limit.
Yahweh didn’t regularly speak to any appointed prophet or priest. This form of communication had
gone silent. Why? Lack of listening.

All they would have had at this time were the 5 books of Moses.

We are so richly blessed! We do we impoverish ourselves with using so little of the Bible.

12. What do we sense about Samuel’s character by his actions and words?
He had a servant heart (Sun. thread). He was not at all annoyed by having his sleep disturbed. Clearly
he respected if not loved Eli. None of this could be said of Eli’s power hungry self-serving sons.

13. How are we to understand v. 3? Remember that the ark was in the Holy of Holies and that
only the High Priest could enter there once a year on the Day of Atonement.

Samuel seems to be charged with sleeping where the lamp of Yahweh was kept, near the table of
show bread. This seems a little surprising since Samuel was of the tribe of Ephraim, not Levi. He
was given to serve Yahweh. We don’t understand everything about worship then. 

14. The EHV has a footnote with v. 7. “Literally did not know the LORD”. Explain this verse.
Later one, when people knew Samuel as a prophet to whom Yahweh spoke, the would need to
understand why Samuel behaved this way. Know = know by experience. Revealed - Ni’phal impf. -
uncover, disclose, reveal - no done. Seems to point to on going revelation. What a contrast!
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15. We don’t know how to pronounce YHWH because the Jews stopped speaking this name out
of reverence or for fear of misusing the name of YHWH your God. What insight should they
have learned from Eli? All we can do it guess, but why do you think Samuel didn’t reply
exactly as Eli instructed, leaving out YHWH’s name?

Eli spoke the name, instructing Samuel to speak it. Yahweh gave his name to be used in worship.

Samuel didn’t have an experiential relationship with Yahweh yet. Our of reverence/humility. 

16. What’s the little surprise in the first half of v. 10?
That Samuel’s name is mentioned 2X, but the text says like before when previously it was only
said once. The point of similarity is not there. Repetition makes it emphatic.

Gospel Lesson: John 1:42-51
42 [Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother] brought him to Jesus.

Looking at him, Jesus said, “You are Simon, son of Jonah. You will be called Cephas” (which means
“Peter”).

43 The next day, Jesus wanted to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter.

45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and
about whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”

“Come and see!” Philip told him.

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Truly, here is an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit.”

48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, while you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus replied, “You believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree. You will see
greater things than that!” 51 Then he added, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will see heaven opened
and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

17. Why did Jesus tell Simon his new name was “Rock”? (Cephas - Hebrew; Peter - Greek).
What does this say about Jesus? What does this say about Simon?

As the divine Messiah, Jesus know Peter’s character and role even before he met him.

The new name Jesus gave him reflects both his character and calling - long-term role, as the leader
of the Apostles, steadfast, bold to take a stand.

18. There are many thing unstated and implied in vs. 43-45. Explore and explain.
John suggests Jesus was introduced to Philip because Andrew and Peter knew him from their home
town and knew of his longing for the Messiah, John the Baptist said was near. 

While Philip appears to have agreed to follow Jesus, who much did he learn first and why did he
leave? We can imagine, Jesus, I have someone who want to meet you. May I go get him?
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19. Imagine how shocked Nathaniel was when he heard Jesus proclaim from a close distance,
“Truly, here is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” Nathaniel’s question, “How do you
know me?” might suggest he wondered if Philip, Andrew, or Peter had told Jesus about him.
Jesus’ answer makes it clear to Nathaniel who Jesus was. “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!” List the epiphanies Nathaniel confesses. Note what this reveals that
our Old Testament brothers in the faith understood about the Messiah.

Jesus is the One Moses spoke about - the divine Son of God, prophet, Serpent Crusher.

Jesus is the Anointed One promised to David - the King of God’s people/believers.

Jesus is the Rabbi - the honored teacher of Scripture.

 This affirms the epiphany noted in question 17, when Jesus renames Simon and called him
Peter. Jesus is the Son of God who knows us inside and out. What does Jesus’ statement about
Nathaniel reveal about Nathaniel? How does that enlighten our understanding of Nathaniel’s
seemingly hasty judgment “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”

Nathaniel is a truth teller. He is note someone who fudges words or reality. His evaluation of
Nazareth was not slanderous, but simply calling it for what it is - Nazareth’s reputation as not a
town known for spiritual insight and faithfulness. Nazareth lived down to their reputation when
Jesus returns home to preach. They did not have servant hearts, eager to hear the Messiah. They
were more impressed with themselves than the Lord and his word.

20. Jesus tells us that Nathaniel believed. Recalling the meaning of that word believe, explain
what it means that Nathaniel believed.

Yes, Nathaniel came to know and confess that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, and that the Messiah is
the God-man. It also means he would put himself at Jesus feet to learn, relying on every word Jesus
teaches. He would follow Jesus, not selectively or out of curiosity, but as an adherent/servant.

21. What is Jesus promising Nathaniel and the other followers in v. 51?
Clearly it is a reference to the vision Jacob was given of the stairway to heaven. We do not know of
any time this literally happened. For Jacob it meant God was taking care of him and having the
angels report back to him. The disciples would see God’s care for Jesus, his blessing on him. 
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