
Warm Up

Every Sunday is a celebration of the first day of the week - the Day of Our Lord’s Resurrection.
Easter Sunday is the Grand Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord. Does Sunday worship seem
like a resurrection celebration to you? If so, how? If not, why not?

When I think about it, it is because by fellow believers gather. The invocation takes us back to our
personal baptismal resurrection. The Absolution is based on Jesus’ resurrection. The Creeds climax to
the resurrection and our resurrection. The Lord’s Prayer 7th Petitions relates to resurrection victory. The
Lord’s Supper celebrates our resurrection justification. The blessings // Jesus Easter greeting of Peace.
If Christ is not raised our faith is in vain....

1. Sermon for April 11, 2021

Text: Acts 3:12-20

Theme: Own, don’t disown, the Author of Life

Share your questions or comments regarding Sunday’s sermon.

Share your questions or comments regarding Sunday’s sermon text.

First Lesson: Acts 3:12-20
12 When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this? Why are
you staring at us, as if by our own power or godliness we have made this man walk? 13 The God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over
and disowned in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14 You disowned the Holy
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you. 15 You killed the Author of Life, whom
God raised from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 And on the basis of faith in his name, it is the name
of Jesus that has strengthened this man, whom you see and know. This faith that comes through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
17 “Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. 18 But in this way God
fulfilled what he had foretold through the mouth of all the prophets: that his Christ would suffer. 
19 Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped out, 20 so that refreshing times may come from the
presence of the Lord and that he may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you.

Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31

2. Peter addressed those gathered around them, Men of Israel. Why only men? Where were they
standing at this time? What does that reveal about his audience?

They are in the courtyard of the temple where only circumcised men could gather for worship. He is
addressing the 3 pm prayer faithful.

3. Peter seems to know what they were thinking or assuming. He said, Why are you staring at us, as if
by our own power or godliness we have made this man walk? What does this reveal about their
theology, especially having seen Jesus perform many miracles, yet disowning him?

While Nicodemus and others understood miracles to be signs of God’s approval and endorsement of
ministry, these and many others must have thought of people having such power on their own, perhaps
because they had achieved a level of holiness. That way they could dismiss Jesus’ miracles not as signs
from God. Since they rejected his teaching, they accused him to using Satan’s power. 
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4. Grasp the miracle. A man whose legs, ankles, and feet never allowed him to stand, let alone walk,
jump, run, or dance around - at Peter’s encouragement he springs to his feet, using them with
perfect flexibility, balance, and strength. No training or PT needed. Those gathered around them all
recognized this man as the lame man who had begged at the Gate Beautiful for years.

Wouldn’t you want to know: Who has the power to do this? Only God could do this! Who was his
agent? How? Why? What is God telling us?

Peter started out speaking to their convictions: The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of
our fathers.... Then he shocks them, revealing the message God delivered with this miracle. The
miracle was done to glorified his servant Jesus. What does glorify mean?

Glorify - exalt, praise, boast about, put a spotlight on and reveal his nature and work

What 2 things did God do to glorify Jesus?
Raise from the dead - lift up as approved of God, not worry of death.

Reveal there is power in his Name/reputation - He is the Son of God, the Christ.

Jesus was a common name. Peter made it clear which Jesus he referenced. How?
The one you handed over to Pilate - whom you disowned, owning a murderer instead

5. Peter is clear. These men were responsible for disowning Jesus. Since the leaders act on behalf of
the people, when the people acquiesce they bear the guilt as well. What was pointed out in the
sermon that suggests many if not most of the men gathered here were the ones persuaded by the
high priests to ask for Barabbas’ release while demanding that Jesus be crucified?

This was not the Palm Sunday crowd from Galilee and elsewhere or the Pentecost crowd of visitors.
These men where Jerusalem’s faithful who would recognize the lame man, would show up to ask Pilate
to fulfill the annual custom - men easily influenced by the temple leaders.

6. Peter called Jesus: (God’s) servant, the Holy and Righteous One, the Author of Life. Consider what
these titles mean to this assembly of men?

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight. I am placing my Spirit on him. He
will announce a just verdict for the nations. Isaiah 42:1

Look, my servant will succeed. He will rise. He will be lifted up. He will be highly exalted. Isaiah 52:13

After his soul experiences anguish, he will see the light of life. He will provide satisfaction. Through their
knowledge of him, my just servant will justify the many, for he himself carried their guilt. Isaiah 53:11

The Servant of the Lord = the Messiah

Recall: Holy means set apart. What other title suggests set apart by God for his work?
33 In the synagogue there was a man who was possessed by the unclean spirit of a demon. He cried out
with a loud voice, 34 “Leave us alone! What do you have to do with us, Jesus the Nazarene? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God!” Luke 4

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have
come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” John 6

The Holy One was a name for the Lord himself. But since he promised to set one apart (who must be
God to do the work) it seems clear by Jesus time the Holy One of God = the Messiah
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Clearly The Righteous One is Messianic. He is sinless and he makes us Righteous - it’s his reputation

It was noted in the sermon that the word translated Author or Prince carries with it the idea of being
the initiator, instigator, trail blazer. In what 2 ways would the Jews understand this title, especially
the Pharisees who shared Job’s confidence in the Resurrection?

Clearly God was the Author of Life, not just at Creation, but for each person. But the Redeemer would
provide life through the Resurrection.

God gloried Jesus with the titles mentioned by Peter. Share the impact and comfort these titles have
for you and how you could use these titles to encourage one another.

They confirm Jesus’ identity as the Messiah for our confession of him. They speak of his mission,
nature, and source of our standing of Righteousness. They confirm Jesus is the exclusive Author of Life.
Don’t look anywhere else. Don’t buy the lie - all religions lead to life.

7. Having proclaimed who Jesus is, Peter returns to address the miracle. 16 And on the basis of faith in
his name, it is the name of Jesus that has strengthened this man, whom you see and know. This
faith that comes through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

Who did this miraculous work? 
Jesus - his name/reputation = Jesus

What role did faith play in the miracle? What role didn’t faith play in the miracle?
Not because of faith. If the man dismissed Peter’s words as nonsense, disowning Jesus’ name, he would
not have stood up. He may have gotten mad for mocking him or changing his way of life, what he knew

Where did this man’s faith come from?
The faith his man had was produced by Jesus.

At first glance it might seem like this man’s faith in Jesus came out of nowhere - at this instance.
This man may have been lame, but he was not deaf or blind. Consider what he was exposed to for
the last 3 years, especially the last couple of months. What do Peter’s words imply?

This man had witnessed Jesus’ work in the Temple, heard about Jesus’ words and actions, heard about
Jesus’ crucifixion and rumors of his rising. Heard about Pentecost and the 3,000 converts. His choice to
beg at the Temple was not mere opportunism. He was an OT believer who trusted in Yahweh’s mercy.
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Jeremiah 23
5 Listen, the days are coming, declares the

Lord,
  when I will raise up for David a righteous

Branch,
  who will reign wisely as king
  and establish justice and righteousness on

earth.
6 In his days Judah will be saved
   and Israel will dwell securely.
 This is his name by which he will be called:
    The LORD Our Righteousness.

Jeremiah 33
14 Listen, the days are coming, declares the

LORD, when I will fulfill the good promises
that I have spoken to the house of Israel
and concerning the house of Judah.

15 In those days and at that time,
 I will cause a righteous Branch to grow 

up from David’s line.
He will establish justice and 

righteousness on earth.
16 In those days Judah will be saved,

and Jerusalem will dwell securely.
  This is what she will be called:

The LORD Our Righteousness.



8. Draw the contrast between the beggar’s faith in Jesus and the men who disowned Jesus. Do so by
reflecting and expounding on the character of faith.

Faith trusts & relies on Jesus. Claiming his as my Lord. Owning him. Sticks with Jesus. It confesses

9. Identify the gospel in the culmination and high points of Peter’s message: 17 “Now brothers, I know
that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. 18 But in this way God fulfilled what he had
foretold through the mouth of all the prophets: that his Christ would suffer. 19 Therefore repent and
return to have your sins wiped out, 20 so that refreshing times may come from the presence of the
Lord and that he may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you.

Calls them brothers, not enemies. While not excusing their disowning, he reflects Jesus’ gospel Father
forgive them for they do not know what they are doing. He doesn’t want them to despair over their role
in Jesus suffering - noting this was God’s prophecy. The gospel imperative repent and return - an
invitation from God. Promising sin’s wipe out and replaces with refreshing times. In God’s presence.
The Christ appointed for you.

Second Lesson: 1 John 5:1-6
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the God
who has given birth also loves one who has been born of him. 2 This is how we know that we love the
children of God: when we love God and keep his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: that we keep
his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 because everyone who has been born of God
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world: our faith. 5 Who is the one who
overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
6 This is the one who came by water and blood: Jesus Christ. He did not come by the water alone but by
the water and by the blood. The Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

10. Some look at these words of John as criteria or conditions to become a believer. How would you
help them see that John is actually talking about character or fruits of faith?

Faith is evidence that one is born of God. Faith trusts God confident of his love, thus loving him. Those
who loves being loved by God, is happy for other’s born of God and loves them as family. How we
know points to fruits that confirm, give evidence.

11. Note the connection between being born of God and being children of God. 

How do I know if I love God’s children? What does John point us to as evidence of this love?
What’s the connection?

He points us to our love of God and living his commandments. Why? The commandments show us what
love for God and our neighbor looks like. Both in what is off the table and what active love looks like.
It’s not the super-sanctified life of the super-pious. It’s everyday walking in God’s will. 

12. When John says, his commands are not burdensome, do you dismissively think yeah, right!? Or
that’s easy for you to say, but.... John explains why: because everyone who has been born of God
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world: our faith. Explain what John
is saying in your own words.

We are made new, overcoming the world in us - our flesh. Christ has set us free from a slavish
obedience to the law, for our relationship with God is not dependent on being perfect. It’s based on
having the faith God created in us. Such a spiritually alive condition is credited as righteousness. Faith
trust’s God’s ways are superior to sin, so we long to and delight in being freed from sin, to do his will.
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13. These words of John are a bit mysterious and profound. 6 This is the one who came by water and
blood: Jesus Christ. He did not come by the water alone but by the water and by the blood. The
Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

If John wrote by flesh and blood we would say this refers to Jesus’ incarnation. But he says water
and blood. How did Jesus come by water? What does the blood refer to? Recall John is the
only one to record what came out of Jesus’ side when the Roman soldier speared his side to
confirm Jesus was dead. What came out?

Jesus came to us - announced as the Christ with the Spirit’s testimony - at his baptism with water. He
came to us by his blood which he shed on the cross. He comes to us by water in our baptism and by
blood in the Lord’s Supper.

Gospel Lesson: Mark 16:1-8
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so
they could go and anoint Jesus. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, at sunrise, they went to the tomb.
3 They were saying to each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance to the tomb for us?” 
4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.
5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and
they were alarmed. 6 He said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples
and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”
8 They went out and hurried away from the tomb, trembling and perplexed. They said nothing to anyone,
because they were afraid.

14. When did the women go buy these spices?
Right after sunset on Saturday, the very beginning of the first day of the week, Sunday.

15. Mark is the only Gospel who refers to Salome. Mark mentions these same 3 women standing vigil
at Jesus’ cross and during his burial in Mark 15. Note Mark is not listing all the women. 

40 There were also women watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they followed him and
served him. Many other women also came up with him to Jerusalem. 
47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were watching where the body was laid.

What women are mentioned in the other Gospel accounts? Use these to identify the women.
55 Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and who had served him were there, watching from
a distance. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother
of Zebedee’s sons. Matthew 27 

49 All those who knew Jesus, and the women who followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching
these things. Luke 23 

25 Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene were standing near
the cross. John 19

Mary Magdalene is prominent - Jesus appeared to her first. Mary - mother of James the younger &
Joseph/Joses is the wife of Alphaeus (Lk 6:15) Clopas?, Salome - wife of Zebedee, mother of James and
John and possibly Jesus’ maternal aunt.
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16. John’s account of Mary Magdalene on Easter morning gives every impression that when she saw
the tomb open (possibly also looking in per Mark 16:5, but not going in) she jumped to the
conclusion that Jesus’ body was removed so she ran to tell Peter and John. (Why not James? Good
question.) She is clearly not with the other women when Jesus appeared to them, because in Jesus’
appearance to her, recorded in John 20, we find her by herself. Furthermore, Paul tells us she was
the first one to see the Risen Jesus. Mark’s account is short and to the point.

 While it could be Mark’s brevity, the fact that the women wondered who would help them roll the
stone away suggests to me that they didn’t know that guards has been posted there. You too?

 List the eyewitness details Mark records of what the women saw when they entered the tomb.
1 young man in white robe - on the right side - don’t be alarmed - knowing who they were looking for -
the news of his absence by virtue of his resurrection - pointing to the place where his body had been
placed - reminding them of Jesus’ instructions to meet him in Galilee - instructing them to tell the
disciples.

 Note the angel refers to Jesus as the Nazarene. This goes beyond saying he grew up in Nazareth.
Recall Matthew 2:23 When he arrived there, he settled in a city called Nazareth. So what was
spoken through the prophets was fulfilled: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

17. What’s your reaction to the women’s reaction? What does it say about what they expected to find
in the tomb? 8 They went out and hurried away from the tomb, trembling and perplexed. They said
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.

At first it seems strange, since we know what happened and how many times Jesus told them this would
happen. But this reflects their expectation that morning and their complete shock. Further confirming
that Jesus’ resurrection was not the account of wishful thinking. 

They expected to be dealing with a corps that was 3 days into the state of decay.

18. The angel tells them and the disciples to go to Galilee and meet Jesus as he had previously
instructed them. So why didn’t the women and disciples leave Jerusalem ASAP? Why were they
still in Jerusalem a week later when Jesus returned in response to Thomas’ request?

It was as Jesus had instructed. Clearly a location and apparently a date/time specific.
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