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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

To the friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to our first time guests 

we extend it most sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer 

fellowship with the risen living Redeemer, membership in His Church, and 

citizenship in His eternal kingdom. Our message is as old as the Word of 

God to man and as new as the new life it brings: Jesus Christ, crucified and 

risen to give eternal life to people everywhere. 

Guest Book:  Before you leave today, please sign our guest book. It is located in the Narthex. 

Style:  For those not familiar with the historic liturgical worship style, the interactive nature of 

the service may seem quite different.  We agree with the ancient church that this style allows us 

to receive the blessings of God’s word and offer thanks in response. 

Service of the Word:  Today’s service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on 

the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and 

thanksgiving. 

Amplifiers:  Personal sound enhancement receivers are available to help the hearing impaired. 

An usher will be happy to assist you. 

Broadcast:  Today’s Service is being broadcast at www.PeacewithGod.com. It can be viewed 

LIVE or any time from the collection of archived services. 

Copyrights:  The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic Pew Edition, 03N3038, 

©2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.  The Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011. Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved worldwide. Scripture 

quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) ©2017 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. Bulletin graphics purchased from Paramentics.com. 

  

   Before participating in Communion    

We welcome all people to our services, those who are fully united with us in Christ’s 

teachings as well as those who do not yet share our confession of the Faith. However, it 

is a sad consequence of the divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend a general 

invitation to all Christians to receive Communion with us. Our Lord teaches (1 Cor. 

10:17 and elsewhere) that Communion is an action of the celebrating community that 

declares their oneness in the Faith, life, and worship. Communing with Christians not 

in fellowship with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod [WELS] or our sister 

synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS], would imply a oneness that does not truly 

exist, but for which we pray. Our pastor will gladly talk with you about establishing 

communion fellowship here at Peace. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

THREAD: The Lord is coming. Prepare with hope. 

STAND as directed 

OPENING HYMN – on the insert Prepare the Royal Highway  |  702 CWS 

M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

The congregation may be seated or kneel. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 

Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

M: Light the First Advent Candle. 

It reminds us that Jesus Christ the King will come again for us on the 

Last Day. 

Its rays of light call us to prepare with hope-filled longing. 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 33:14-16 EHV 

Here the LORD makes an irrevocable promise. The mission of his righteous Branch, the Son of David, is 

to secure God’s people under their new name – The LORD Our Righteousness. This is both our reality 

and our hope. 

14 Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the good promises 

that I have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah. 

15 In those days and at that time, 

I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David’s line. 

He will establish justice and righteousness on earth. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved, 

and Jerusalem will dwell securely. 

This is what she will be called: 

The LORD Our Righteousness. 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24 

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,* 

the world, and all who live in it; 

for he founded it upon the seas* 

and established it upon the waters. 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 

Who may stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 

he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 

Refrain 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory?* 

The LORD strong and mighty, 

the LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

lift them up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 

The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain  

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 

1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 

Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. 

All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712488. 
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SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 EHV 

Paul asks God to secure the faith of his believers. The Lord does this by training them to put the word 

into action – to live faith’s new life. In this way, God prepares them for Jesus’ final return. 

9 Indeed, how can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have before 

God on account of you? 10 Night and day we are praying earnestly to see you in person 

and to supply what is lacking in your faith. 

11 May God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the 

Lord increase your love and make it overflow for each other and for all people, just as 

ours does for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts as blameless in holiness before 

our God and Father, when our Lord Jesus comes with all his saints. 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

VERSE OF THE DAY Revelation 22:20 

M: Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, 

Lord Jesus. Alleluia.  
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GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40 EHV 

Three years of ministry and miracles made it clear to Jesus’ disciples that he is the King the Lord 

promised to send to rescue them from themselves. We share this same hope. It prepares us to welcome 

him every day. 

M: The Gospel, Luke Chapter 19 

28 After Jesus had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 

came near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent 

two of his disciples ahead, 30 saying, “Go to the village ahead of you. When you enter it, 

you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 And 

if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you will say this: ‘The Lord needs it.’” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found things just as he had told them. 33 As they 

were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 

34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 Then they brought the colt to Jesus. They threw their robes on the 

colt and set Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their 

robes on the road. 37 As he was approaching the slope of the Mount 

of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God 

joyfully, with a loud voice, for all the miracles they had seen, 38 

saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, 

rebuke your disciples!” 

40 He replied, “I tell you, if these people would be silent, the stones would cry out.” 

M: This is the Gospel. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Savior of the Nations, Come  |  2 

 
BE SEATED as directed 

SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map. 

STAND 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR ADVENT 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send 

the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, 

you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy 

the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 

pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. 

Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In 

these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of 

commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 

coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: … Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 

on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

 

STAND 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

 

CLOSING HYMN Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes  |  12 

 
Silent prayer 

Announcements 


