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We begin this solemn season of reflection with limited music.
The chimes toll 3 times, recalling the Triune Name we’re baptized into.
Here we reflect on our sin, our Savior from our sin, and
our Baptismal call to a life of sober yet hope-filled repentance.
In keeping with the tone of this service, the liturgy will be spoken.
NO OPENING HYMN
PSALM 51 - spoken as directed
A: Have mercy upon me, O God, according to your unfailing love:
according to your great compassion blot out my transgression.
B: Wash away all my iniquity:
and cleanse me from my sin.
C: For I know my transgressions:
and my sin is always before me.
A: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight:
so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.
B: Surely I have been a sinner from birth:
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
C: Surely you desire truth in the inner parts:
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.
A: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean:
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
B: Let me hear joy and gladness:
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
C: Hide your face from my sins:
and blot out all my iniquity.
A: Create in me a clean heart, O God:
and renew a right spirit within me.
B: Do not cast me from your presence:
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
C: Restore to me the joy of your salvation:
and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me.
A: Then I will teach transgressors your ways:
and sinners will turn back to you.
B: Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me:
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
C: O Lord, open my lips:
and my mouth will declare your praise.
A: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it:
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
B: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit:
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
C: In your good pleasure make Zion prosper:
build up the walls of Jerusalem.
A: Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you:
then bulls will be offered on your altar.
EXHORTATION FOR LENT
M:

Dear brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of penitential
reflection and prayerful meditation.
We begin with penitential reflection on the reality that we are but dust and ashes, for we are sinners and God
declares: “for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
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As the Baptized we direct our attention to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. We were
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, we too may live a new life. We prayerfully reflect on
Christ’s passion that we may be transformed into his likeness, living new lives in him.
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of humble repentance practiced with meditation
and prayer, self-denial, and acts of charity. When such Lenten devotions spring from our hope in Christ’s
passion, God’s kingdom comes and his will is done among us, to his glory and our good. Prepared by such
Lenten devotion, the gospel will renew us and we will be readied to celebrate our pass over from death to life
this Easter so we may keep the feast in sincerity and truth, now and forever.
Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of reflection and self-examination. Remember that
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
Silence for reflection and self-examination

HYMN

In Adam We Have All Been One | 396

Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

CONFESSION OF SINS
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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The minister faces the congregation and says:

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us.
He graciously gave us his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority,
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

M:

Having tasted the mercy of God’s full and free forgiveness, unite in proclaiming the lifelong longing of the
people of God . . .

C:

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us. Amen.

A time of silent reflection.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those who turn to you.
Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may continue to truly repent of our sins and live under your
full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
THE WORD

FIRST LESSON
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Isaiah 59:12-20 EHV

Yes, our rebellious deeds are many before you,
and our sins testify against us.
Our rebellious deeds are with us,
and as for our guilty deeds, we are aware of them.
Those deeds are rebellion and treachery against the LORD.
We turn back from following our God.
We incite oppression and apostasy.
We conceive and mutter deceitful words from our hearts.
Justice is turned back,
and righteousness stands far away,
for truth stumbles in the city square,
and honesty cannot enter it.
The truth is missing,
and anyone who turns from evil makes himself prey.
The LORD looked and saw something evil—
there was no justice.
He saw that there was no one.
He was appalled that there was no one who could intervene.
So his own arm worked salvation for him,
and his own righteousness supported him.
He clothed himself with righteousness like armor
and wore a helmet of salvation on his head.
He dressed in garments for vengeance,
and he wrapped himself with zeal like a cloak.
He will repay in full what they have earned,
namely, wrath to his foes and full payment to his enemies.
He will repay even the distant coastlands.
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19

From the west they will fear the LORD’s name,
and from the rising of the sun they will fear his glory,
for he will come like a raging river,
driven by the Spirit of the LORD.
Then a redeemer will come for Zion
and for those in Jacob who turn from rebellion.
This is the declaration of the LORD.

20

M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 EHV

20

… We urge you, on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him, who did not know sin, to become
sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.
6:1

As fellow workers we also urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says:
At a favorable time I listened to you,
and in the day of salvation I helped you.

Look, now is the favorable time! See, now is the day of salvation!
M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

VERSE OF THE DAY - Spoken by the congregation to one another

Joel 2:13 cf. RSV

All: Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love.
GOSPEL
M:

Luke 18:9-14 EHV

The Gospel, Luke Chapter 18
9

Jesus told this parable to certain people who trusted in themselves (that they were righteous) and looked down
on others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple courts to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a tax
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
people, robbers, evildoers, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week. I give a tenth of all
my income.’
13

“However the tax collector stood at a distance and would not even lift his eyes up to heaven, but was beating
his chest and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’
14

“I tell you, this man went home justified rather than the other, because everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
M:

This is the Gospel.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ!
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Baptismal Waters Cover Me | 739:1, 4

Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

SERMON TEXT

Luke 18:9-14

SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map.

Hands of Repentance
After the sermon, the congregation says:
C:

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen.

OFFERING – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406
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PRAYERS – Offering Prayer, Communion Prayer
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
These portions of the communion liturgy will be spoken on this solemn night.

M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who was in every respect tempted as we are, yet
without sinning; by whose grace we are enabled to subdue all sinful desires, and called to live no longer for
ourselves but for him who died for us and rose again;
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join them in
proclaiming your awe:

C:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.

C:

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.
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What can I do while others are communing?
Ponder the mystery of Christ’s real presence in the bread and wine of this supper; the events of his Passion remembered and
proclaimed by this memorial meal; the power of the gospel received in this meal; the communion we share with God and with one
another as believers; the loud bold silent witness to the truth and treasure of Christ crucified proclaimed those who do this in
remembrance; the one voice proclamation we publicly declare to the world as we gather together around our Lord at this meal;
the firm and sure character of the covenant the Lord renews with us by means of his covenant blood and broken body; the riches of
divine love and peace that is given, shared and celebrated at this feast; the promise this banquet offers as a shadow of the eternal
wedding banquet to which we are invited; the greatness of our redemption; and all the other wonders of this sacrament.

THANKSGIVING
M:
C:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

M:

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C:
M:
C:

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and † give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Baptismal Waters Cover Me | 739 v. 2, 3, 5

Text: Kurt E. Reinhardt, b. 1969 © 2003
Kurt E. Reinhardt. All rights reserved.
Tune: Kermit Moldenhauer, b. 1949 ©
2005 Kermit Moldenhauer. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-712488.
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SERVICE FOR IMPOSITION OF ASHES

M:

Abraham, the father of all the faithful, addressed the LORD, “Now that I have been
so bold as to speak to the LORD, though I am nothing but dust and ashes . . .” All
who share this trust in the God of grace confess this same truth, “I am but dust and
ashes. The LORD is my only life, light and hope.” Tonight we join sons and
daughters of Abraham, believers throughout the centuries, in confessing our
wretched sinful condition of our mortality with the Ash Wednesday imposition of
ashes.
This practice is not a sacrament. Therefore, it is open to all who wish to be
reminded of their mortality. The participation of children is left to the discretion of
the parents.

HYMN

In Hopelessness and Near Despair | 738 v. 1-2

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 © 1987 Concordia
Publishing House.
Tune: G.A. Hennig, b. 1966 © 2006 G.A. Hennig.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:
C:

Most holy and merciful Father:
We confess to you and to one another that we sin

M:
C:

by our own fault, by our own grievous fault in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

M:

We do not love you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We do not love our neighbors as ourselves. We
do not forgive others as we have been forgiven by you.
Have mercy on us, Lord.

C:
M:
C:
M:

We are deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We are not true to the mindset of Christ. We grieve the
Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, Lord.

C:

We confess to you, Lord, our wretched character and all our unfaithfulness. Our pride, hypocrisy, and
impatience:
We confess to you, O Lord.

M:
C:

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people:
We confess to you, O Lord.
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M:
C:

Our anger when our selfish aims are denied, and our envy of those blessed with good things we don’t have:
We confess to you, O Lord.

M:
C:

Our love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work:
We confess to you, O Lord.

M:
C:

Our negligence in worship and prayer, and our failure to show the new life you created in us:
We confess to you, O Lord.

M:

Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we do and the good we fail to do. For our blindness to human need and
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty:
Forgive us, O Lord.

C:
M:
C:

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and contempt for those
who seem strange to us:
Forgive us, O Lord.

M:
C:

For every deviation from your will in all that we think or want or say or do:
Forgive us, O Lord.

M:
C:

Restore us, good Lord, and turn your anger away from us.
Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen.

HYMN

In Hopelessness and Near Despair | 738 v. 3

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 © 1987 Concordia
Publishing House.
Tune: G.A. Hennig, b. 1966 © 2006 G.A. Hennig.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
The minister applies ashes to the forehead of each in the form of a small cross and says:

M:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After all have received ashes, we continue . . .

M:
C:

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your saving deliverance,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

M:
C:

By Passion, cross and grave of your Son, O Lord, overcome all sin in us and
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
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ABSOLUTION
The minister faces the congregation and says:

M:

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they turn
from their wickedness and live.
Therefore, I declare you absolved of your sin in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us his Holy Spirit for our renewal. May we continue to
abide in the true faith, and at the last, be received by him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN:

In Hopelessness and Near Despair | 738 v. 4

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 © 1987 Concordia
Publishing House.
Tune: G.A. Hennig, b. 1966 © 2006 G.A. Hennig.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

Close with quiet meditation. Leave in silence.

Copyrights: The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic Pew Edition,
03N3038, ©2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488. The
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011. Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved
worldwide. Scripture quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) ©2017
Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1946, 1952,
and 1971 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved Bulletin graphics purchased from Paramentics.com.
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