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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE with Communion 

THREAD:  The risen Savior gives good shepherding for his sheep. 

Hymn: I Know That My Redeemer Lives CW 441 

 

 

 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

he lives to wipe away my tears;  he lives, and I shall conquer death; 

he lives to calm my troubled heart;  he lives my mansion to prepare; 

he lives all blessings to impart.  he lives to bring me safely there. 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 8 He lives, all glory to his name! 

he lives and loves me to the end;  He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 

he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing;  Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

he lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.  I know that my Redeemer lives! 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
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        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Easter Song of Praise: This Is the Feast CW 938:1-3 
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Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters 

of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Acts 20:28–32 

The Church is Christ’s flock, gathered around him by his word of grace. All schisms come from men breaking from Christ’s revealed 

truth – the pure gospel that creates, defines, and sanctifies his people. 

 28Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of 

the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among 

you and will not spare the flock. 30Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw 

away disciples after them. 31So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you 

night and day with tears. 

 32“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: I Will Live in the House of the LORD Psalm 23A 

Since the LORD is my leader, guardian, and companion, my whole life is always rich and fulfilling. 

 

 

 
The LORD is my / shepherd,  

   I lack / nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green / pastures,  

   he leads me beside quiet / waters, 

he refreshes / my soul.  

   He guides me along the right paths for his / name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no / evil,  

   for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they / comfort me.   Refrain 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my / enemies.  

   You anoint my head with oil; my cup / overflows. 

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days / of my life,  

   and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for- / ever. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
Music: © 2014 Mark Haas. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading 1 John 4:1–6 

Just because a preacher sounds good and seems nice, it does not mean he is good for you. Many sound good to the masses, since they 

speak from the viewpoint of the fallen. Only those who proclaim the God-Man Christ Jesus and call people to listen to God’s Christ 

are his good under-shepherds. 

 1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is 

not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

 4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one 

who is in the world. 5They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world 

listens to them. 6We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen 

to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation John 10:14 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Gospel John 10:11–18 

Why celebrate the Good Shepherd in the Easter season? Easter reveals both our Shepherd’s love for us (that he would lay down his 

life for us) and his total power and authority to raise himself up again. The Risen Living Lord Jesus is uniquely equipped to keep his 

sheep safe, saved from any enemy that seeks to harm the sheep of his precious flock. 

 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the shepherd 

and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf 

attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

 14“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15just as the Father knows me and I know 

the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them 

also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The reason my Father loves me 

is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 

have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552 
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5 You spread a table in my sight, 6 And so through all the length of days 

    a banquet here bestowing;      your goodness fails me never; 

your oil of welcome, my delight;  Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 

    my cup is overflowing!      within your house forever! 

Sermon – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map. 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church for Good Shepherd Sunday 

Loving Shepherd of the sheep, fill us with contentment and confidence during this season as we celebrate your Easter 

victory. You laid down your life for the sheep and then rose again to assure us that you give us eternal life. 

Good Shepherd, save us. 

Strengthen our faith to follow where you lead, to the green pastures of your Word, the quiet waters of our baptism, and 

the gracious table of your body and blood where our cup overflows with your forgiving love. Guide us to find in you 

the gate that leads to safety and good pastures. 

Good Shepherd, lead us. 
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Guard and protect us from those who want to lead us astray and snatch us out of your hand. Give us courage to fight 

against the devil and wisdom to recognize false teachers. Lead us to honor and follow those you have called to 

shepherd your flock, the Church. 

Good Shepherd, guide us. 

Let your rod and your staff comfort us and all your sheep in times of sickness and sadness and especially when we 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death. May we find in your redemption and your Father’s resolve the 

unbreakable promise that we will dwell in your house forever. 

Good Shepherd, console us. 

Move us to reach out to sheep who are not yet a part of our sheep pen but whom you have claimed as your own. Give 

us your passion to search for the sheep who are lost and lead us to rejoice when they have been found.  

Good Shepherd, inspire us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We thank you for all the blessings we have gained from your goodness: family and friends, wealth and health, work 

and leisure. Give us wisdom to long for and cherish your more precious gifts, your Word and sacraments, so that your 

goodness and love may follow us all the days of our life. 

Good Shepherd, hear us. Amen.  

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Offering Hymn: We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer CW 609:1, 3 
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THE SACRAMENT 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 

and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the 

world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, 

and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate 

Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 

on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s 

body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Distribution 

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants: 

Take and eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Take and drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, poured out for the forgiveness of your sins. 

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go ✝ in peace. 

Amen. 

Distribution Hymn: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing CW 675 

 

 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie.  This alone can sin destroy; 

You have conquered in the fight,  from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

you have brought us life and light.  newborn souls in you to be. 

    Alleluia!          Alleluia! 

6 Now no more can death appall, 8 Father, who the crown shall give,  

now no more the grave enthrall;  Savior, by whose death we live, 

you have opened paradise,  Spirit, guide through all our days, 

and your saints in you shall rise.  Three in One, your name we praise. 

    Alleluia!          Alleluia! 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will 

strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Lord Jesus, You Have Come CW 897 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent prayer – Announcements 
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