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THE COMMON SERVICE
TODAY’S THREAD: God publicly reveals his eternal choice, anointing Jesus as the Christ, the One and Only
Savior.
OPENING HYMN

M:

The Star Proclaims the King is Here | 91:1-3, 5

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed
him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make
us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 49:1-6 EHV

This Servant cannot be the people of Israel, for his mission is to bring them back to God. Clearly this Servant is the Messiah who
comes to gather Jew and Gentile back to the LORD.
1

2

3

Listen to me, you coastlands.
Pay attention, you faraway peoples!
The LORD called me from the womb.
When I was inside my mother, he mentioned my name.
He made my mouth like a sharpened sword.
He hid me in the shadow of his hand.
He made me a polished arrow.
He concealed me in his quiver.
He said to me, “You are my servant Israel,
in whom I will display my glory.”

4

But I said to myself, “I have labored in vain.
I spent my strength and came up empty, with nothing.
Yet a just verdict for me rests with the LORD,
and my reward is with my God.”

5

But now the LORD,
who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to turn Jacob back to him,
so that Israel might be gathered to him,
so that I will be honored in the eyes of the LORD,
because my God has been my strength—
the LORD said:
It is too small a thing that you should just be my servant
to raise up only the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the ones I have preserved in Israel,
so I will appoint you to be a light for the nations,
so that my salvation will be known to the end of the earth.

6

M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 2

The LORD put his spotlight on his Son in eternity, anointing him Christ the King who rules over everything.

Why do the nations conspire*
and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers
gather together against the LORD*
and against his Anointed One.
Refrain

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;*
the Lord scoffs at them.
Then he rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,*
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993
Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern
Publishing House). All rights reserved. Used by
permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net
#A-712488.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON

Acts 16:25-34 EHV

The light for the Gentiles shown out of deepest darkness of this prison as Christ’s people sang his praises. Confronted with the
darkness of death and terror, the jailer met the Light and found life.
25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. Instantly
all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison
doors were opened, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, because he thought that the prisoners had
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted with a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because we are all here!”
29

The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling in front of Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought
them outside and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31

They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 They spoke the word
of the Lord to him and to everyone in his home. 33 At the same hour of the night, he took them and washed their
wounds. Without delay, he and all his family were baptized. 34 Then he brought Paul and Silas into his house and
set food before them. He rejoiced, because he and his whole household had come to believe in God.
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M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

Mark 1:11b

Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia.

GOSPEL

Mark 1:4-11 EHV

Until this moment, Jesus rarely stood in the spotlight. The Christ was hidden to the public for 30 years. Now he steps on to the
stage and into the Father’s spotlight. Here is the Christ, for all to see.

M:

The Gospel, Mark Chapter 1

4

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

5

The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him. They were baptized by
him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 6 John was clothed in camel’s hair, and he wore a leather
belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He preached, “One more powerful than I is coming after
me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals! 8 I baptized you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus
came up out of the water, he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11
And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with you.”
M:

This is the Gospel!

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS AND THE APOSTLES’ CREED
M:

Dear friends, we are buried into Christ by baptism into His death, and raised with him to newness of life. As we
celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord, I invite you to renew your solemn commitment to the faith you were baptized
into, as you confessed it in your confirmation.

M:
C:

Do you renounce the devil?
I do renounce him.

M:
C:

Do you renounce all his works?
I do renounce them.

M:
C:

Do you renounce all his ways?
I do renounce them.

M:
C:

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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M:
C:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

M:
C:

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

M:

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and the Spirit and
has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting.
Amen.

C:

HYMN OF THE DAY

To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord | 89

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel.
All rights reserved. Used by
permission. Reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-712488.

SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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OFFERING – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406

OFFERING HYMN
Hail, O Source of ev’ry blessing,
Father of our human race!
Gentiles now, your grace possessing,
In your courts obtain a place.
Grateful now, we fall before you,
In your Church rejoice to live,
See your glory and adore you,
Thankful for the grace you give.

Hail, O Source of Every Blessing | 87:1, 3
Hail, O all-inviting Savior!
Gentiles now their off’rings bring,
In your temples seek your favor,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and King.
May we, body, soul, and spirit,
Live devoted to your praise,
Glorious realms of bliss inherit,
Grateful anthems ever raise..

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EPIPHANY
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:

C:

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our world to save us from
sin and death:
You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and teaching, healing
and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:
You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to those doomed to
death.
Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of salvation be heard
in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live
without faith or hope in you:
Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.
Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and each other in
willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice
in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort
those who mourn:
Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:
C:

… Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer
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M:

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full light of your glory
and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.
All: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder
your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve
you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert | 709

Christ, your footprints through the dessert Led to Jordan’s flowing stream.
There you heard the herald crying Israel’s old prophetic dream:
“He is coming! He is coming! He will cleanse the earth with flame!
Sinners, plunge beneath the waters! Wash away your guilt and shame!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
© 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

Christ, you heard the stirring summons As by Jordan’s bank you stood;
Bathed, though sinless, with your people In the river’s cleansing flood.
High above, the heavens opened; Came the Spirit as a dove;
Spoke a voice beyond all hearing: “See my Son, the one I love!”
Son of God, the road from Jordan Led at last to Calv’ry’s hill.
There upon the cross forsaken, You fulfilled the Father’s will.
Lamb of God, we see you dying, Sinless, yet for sinners slain.
But where death rose up to triumph, You began your glorious reign!
God, in Baptism you have made us One with Christ, our risen Lord;
Freed us, claimed us, cleansed, forgiven Through the water and the Word.
Help us hear your urgent summons, Calling us to serve you now.
Send us forth, your sons and daughters, With the cross upon our brow.
Silent prayer - Announcements after the close of Service
Copyrights: The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic Pew Edition, 03N3038, ©2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488. The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011. Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved
worldwide. Scripture quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) ©2017 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Bulletin graphics purchased from Paramentics.com.
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