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THE COMMON SERVICE
TODAY’S THREAD: God makes it clear. Jesus is the Son, the Christ, the only Savior.

OPENING HYMN

M:

The Star Proclaims the King is Here | 91:1-3, 5

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your
children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON

1 Samuel 16:1-13 EHV

Anointed means appointed by God. The LORD did not select his King for his people using outward human standards. He selected
David as King in a way that was a picture of the Christ – the Anointed One.
1

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel?
Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I see a king for myself among his
sons.”
2

Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. You are to anoint for me the person that I point out to
you.”
4

So Samuel did what the LORD had told him to do and went to Bethlehem. Trembling with fear, the elders of the
city came to meet him. They said, “Do you come in peace?”
5

He said, “Yes, in peace. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the
sacrifice.” He consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6

When they had come, he looked at Eliab and said, “Certainly this is the LORD’s anointed.”

7

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at how tall he is, because I have rejected him.
For the LORD does not look at things the way man does. For man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks at the heart.”
8

Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen
this one either.”
9

Then Jesse had Shammah pass by. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.”

10

Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of
these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that all of the young men?”
Jesse said, “There still is the youngest, but he is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him, for we cannot sit down to eat until he comes.”
12

He sent for him and brought him in. David had red hair and striking eyes, and was good-looking. The LORD
said, “Get up! Anoint him, because this is the one.”
13

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers. The Spirit of the LORD rushed
on David with power from that day forward. After that Samuel set out and returned to Ramah.
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.M: The Word of the Lord.
C:

Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 2

In eternity, the LORD anointed his Son to be the Church’s eternal Savior King. His enemies are fools.

Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. ©
1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin.
Northwestern Publishing House). All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

Why do the nations conspire*
and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers
gather together against the LORD*
and against his Anointed One.
Refrain

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;*
the Lord scoffs at them.
Then he rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,*
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

SECOND LESSON

Titus 3:4-7 EHV

God’s kindness and love appeared in person when Jesus was born. But he didn’t appear on the public stage until his baptism. He
is the One anointed to baptize us with the Spirit. What an Epiphany!
4

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, 5 he saved us—not by righteous
works that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the
renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life.
M:

The Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
M:

Mark 1:11b

Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia.

GOSPEL

Luke 3:15-17, 21, 22 EHV

The world was full of confusion and darkness. Who is God? Who is the Christ? Here God makes it clear. He declared his Son
Jesus to be his hand-picked Prophet-Priest-King Deliverer. See and believe!

M:

The Gospel, Luke Chapter 3

15

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might be the Christ. 16 John
answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But someone mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie
the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in his hand,
and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
21

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. While he was praying, heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are
my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with you.”
22

M:

This is the Gospel!
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HYMN OF THE DAY

To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord | 89
Text: ©1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission.
Tune: public domain.
Setting: © 1993 Elfred Bloedel. Used by permission.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.

SERMON

Text: Titus 3:4-7

God shows his kindness and love through Jesus.
Guest Pastor: Rev. Tim Satorius
Grace Lutheran, Falls Church, VA
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
M:

Dear friends, we are buried into Christ by baptism into His death, and raised with him to newness of life. As we
celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord, I invite you to renew your solemn commitment to the faith you were baptized
into, as you confessed it in your confirmation.

M:
C:

Do you renounce the devil?
I do renounce him.

M:
C:

Do you renounce all his works?
I do renounce them.

M:
C:

Do you renounce all his ways?
I do renounce them.

M:
C:

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

M:
C:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

M:
C:

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

M:

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and the Spirit and
has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting.
Amen.

C:

OFFERING – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406
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OFFERING HYMN

As with Gladness Men of Old | 83:1-3

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EPIPHANY
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:

C:

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our world to save us from
sin and death:
You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and teaching, healing
and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:
You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to those doomed to
death.
Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of salvation be heard
in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live
without faith or hope in you:
Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.
Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and each other in
willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice
in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort
those who mourn:
Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:
C:

… Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer

M:

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full light of your glory
and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.
All: Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder
your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve
you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy | 294
Text and Tune: public domain.
Setting: © 1981 Richard W. Gieseke,
835 Kentridge Ct., Manchester MO
63021-7568. Used by permission.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net
#A-712488.

Silent prayer - Announcements
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