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THE COMMON SERVICE 

TODAY’S THREAD: Life my way, I lose. Life in Christ’s cross, I win. 

OPENING HYMN Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke  |  453 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve 

your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 



Page 3 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 

  



Page 4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both outwardly and 

inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt 

the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 28:10-17 EHV 
Jacob was running from his life. His use of deception to help God along ruined his life. Made miserable by his own sin, he learns 

to deny himself and trust God’s promise and protection. 

10 Jacob set out from Beersheba and traveled toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and decided to spend 

the night there, because the sun had set. He took one of the stones from that place, put it under his head, and lay 

down to sleep in that place. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway set up on the earth with its top 

reaching to heaven. There were angels of God ascending and descending on it. 13 There at the top stood the 

LORD, who said, “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. The land on which you 

are lying, I give to you and to your descendants. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you 

will spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south. In you and in your seed all the 

families of the earth will be blessed. 15 Now, I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will 

bring you back again into this land. Indeed, I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised to you.” 

16 Jacob woke up from his sleep, and he said, “Certainly the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17 

He was afraid and he said, “How awe- inspiring is this place! This is nothing other than the house of God, and 

this is the gate to heaven.” 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 73 

Convinced of God’s constant companionship, counsel, and guidance to glory, fear flees. 

 

I am always with you, O LORD;* 

you hold me by my right hand. 

You guide me with your counsel,* 

and afterward you will take me into glory. 

Whom have I in heaven but you?* 

And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

My flesh and my heart may fail,* 

but God is the strength of my heart 

and my portion forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON Romans 5:1-11 EHV 

Jesus’ cross proves God’s love and care for us once and for all. This reality is designed to transform our lives, our view of life, 

and yes, even the way we look at suffering. Rejoice in your suffering. 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 

Through him we also have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand. And we rejoice 

confidently on the basis of our hope for the glory of God. 

3 Not only this, but we also rejoice confidently in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

patient endurance, 4 and patient endurance produces tested character, and tested character produces hope. 5 And 

hope will not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who 

was given to us. 

6 For at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 It is rare indeed that 

someone will die for a righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go so far as to die for a person who 

has been good to him. 8 But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

9 Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is even more certain that we will be saved from 

God’s wrath through him. 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills 

Publishing Corp., (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.).  All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712488. 
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it is even more certain that, since we have been reconciled, we will be saved by his life. 11 And not only is this 

so, but we also go on rejoicing confidently in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 

received this reconciliation. 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY – Read by the congregation Philippians 2:8b 

ALL: Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 

GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38 EHV 

Jesus does not just say, “Deny yourself.” That leads to pent-up longings that seek false satisfaction in sin. He adds, “Take your 

cross. Follow me.” It is not easy street, but it is fulfilling - now and forever. 

M: The Gospel, Mark Chapter 8 

 

31 Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things; be rejected by the elders, the chief 

priests, and the experts in the law; be killed; and after three days rise again. 32 He was speaking plainly to them. 

Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But after turning around and looking at his disciples, 

Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! You do not have your mind set on the things of God, but 

the things of men.” 

34 He called the crowd and his disciples together and said to them, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny 

himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it. But whoever loses 

his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 After all, what good is it for a man to gain the 

whole world and yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 In fact, whoever is 

ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of 

him when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

M: This is the Gospel! 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, You I Love with All My Heart  |  43 

 

SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map. 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
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OFFERING – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA  19406 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR LENT  

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by his obedient death 

on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the 

author and perfecter of our faith. 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the cost. 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the 

kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do 

what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the 

lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face 

the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort and hope. 

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social workers and 

caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: … Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of death, that we 

may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Copyrights:  The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic Pew Edition, 03N3038, 

©2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.  The Holy Bible, 

New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011. Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved worldwide. Scripture 

quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) ©2017 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. Bulletin graphics purchased from Paramentics.com. 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder 

your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve 

you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

 

CLOSING HYMN Jesus, Lead Us On  |  422 

 
Silent prayer - Announcements 


