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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 

THREAD: A focused Savior has focused followers. 

Hymn: My Song Is Love Unknown CW 397 

 

 

 

 
 
5 They rise and needs will have   6 In life no house, no home 

    my dear Lord made away.        my Lord on earth might have; 

A murderer they save,      in death no friendly tomb 

    the Prince of life they slay.        but what a stranger gave. 

Yet cheerful he        What may I say? 

    to suff’ring goes           Heav’n was his home 

    that he his foes           but mine the tomb 

from death might free.     wherein he lay. 

7 Here might I stay and sing; 

    no story so divine, 

never was love, dear King, 

    never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, 

    in whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

could gladly spend! 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our hearts such love for you 

that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading 1 Kings 19:19–21 

The Lord designated Elisha to be Elijah’s successor. Notice how Elisha demonstrates his focus and commitment to this call. 

 19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he 

himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 20Elisha then left his oxen 

and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.” 

 “Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 
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 21So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing 

equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his 

servant. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Rest in God Alone Psalm 62B 

 

 
Truly my soul finds / rest in God; 

    my salvation / comes from him. 

Truly he is my rock and my sal- / vation; 

    he is my fortress, I will never be / shaken. 

Yes, my soul, find / rest in God; 

    my hope / comes from him.   Refrain 

Though your rich- / es increase, 

    do not set your / heart on them. 

My salvation and my honor de- / pend on God; 

    he is my mighty rock, my / refuge. 

Trust in him at all times, you / people; 

    pour out your hearts to him, for God is our / refuge. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: License no. 130009236 
Tune: © 2017 Birnamwood Publications, a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 
Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 11:21b–30 

Paul faced opposition and persecution just as Christ did.  The world views this as a sign of weakness.  However, this actually was 
evidence that he was a true follower of Christ. 

 Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast about. 22Are they 

Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23Are they servants of 

Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, 

been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24Five times I received from the Jews the forty 

lashes minus one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I 

spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in 

danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the 

country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without 

sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28Besides 

everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? 

Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 
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 30If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves  

and take up their cross and follow me. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Luke 9:51–62 

The world is not our home.  Opposition should be endured, not repaid.  Jesus uses three examples to demonstrate that being 
connected to Jesus means separation from our earthly home and family. 

 51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52And he sent 

messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53but the people there did not 

welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 

“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56Then he 

and his disciples went to another village. 

 57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

 58Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 

 59He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

 But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

 60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

 61Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 

 62Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: Take My Life and Let It Be CW 695 

 

 

5 Take my will and make it thine, 6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

it shall be no longer mine;  at thy feet its treasure store; 

take my heart, it is thine own,  take myself, and I will be 

it shall be thy royal throne.  ever, only, all for thee. 
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Sermon Text: Matthew 28:16-20 

Make Disciples with the Good News of Jesus 

▪ Remembering what the Father has made you 
▪ Relying on the Spirit’s tools 
▪ Resting secure in Jesus’ Promise 

Sermon by Rev.Greg Bitters, used by permission 

Ministering Elder: Mark Harris 

Text: 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they 
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
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Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering 

Let us pray: 

God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 

your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 

death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give CW 896 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488; Tune: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 
Setting One from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version
®

, NIV
®

. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 

by Biblica, Inc.
TM

 Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

Where no copyright information for hymns is mentioned, text and tune are public domain. 

Bulletin graphics purchased from Paramentics.com. 
 


