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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE with Communion 

THREAD:  Against the rock of grace, condemnation is crushed. 

Hymn: Today Your Mercy Calls Us CW 916 

 

 

 

 
 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God 157 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only 

punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may 

heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing 

obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 12:1-6 

 1In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, LORD. 

 Although you were angry with me, 

your anger has turned away 

 and you have comforted me. 
2Surely God is my salvation; 

 I will trust and not be afraid. 

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 

 he has become my salvation.” 
3With joy you will draw water 

 from the wells of salvation. 

 4In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; 

 make known among the nations what he has done, 

 and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 

 let this be known to all the world. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

 for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Be Glad, You Righteous Ones; Rejoice Psalm 32C 

 

 

  

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are for- / given, 

    whose / sins are covered. 

        Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count a- / gainst them 

            and in whose spirit is / no deceit. 

When I kept silent, my bones wast- / ed away 

    through my groaning / all day long. 

        For day and night your hand was heav- / y on me; 

            my strength was sapped as in the heat of / summer. 

Then I acknowledged my / sin to you 

    and did not cover up my in- / iquity. 

        I said, “I will confess my transgressions / to the LORD.” 

            And you forgave the guilt / of my sin.   Refrain 

You are my / hiding place; 

    you will protect / me from trouble. 

        Many are the woes of the / wicked, 

            but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who / trusts in him. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the / Holy Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Text: Public domain; Tune: © 2004, 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading Romans 8:1–10 

 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of 

the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do because 

it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And 

so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do 

not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 5Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in 

accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind governed by the flesh is death, 

but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in 

you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even 

though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:10 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel Luke 15:1–3, 11–32 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 

 11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my 

share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

 13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his 

wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to 

be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He 

longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

 17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am 

starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20So he got up 

and went to his father. 

  “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 

threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son.’ 

 22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

 25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26So he 

called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father 

has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

 28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he 

answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never 

gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered 

your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

 31“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and 

be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn of the Day: His Mercy Is More CW 579 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Sermon Text: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Freedom in the Father’s Love 

Guest Minister: Rev. Joshua Shandor 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
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        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 
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We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

THE SACRAMENT 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 

and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 

name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, 

and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate 

Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 

on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s 

body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Distribution 

Distribution Hymn: Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face CW 660 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    the feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 

The bread and wine remove, but you are here, 

    nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 

6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

    yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

    the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will 

strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: I Will Sing of My Redeemer CW 527 
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