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THREAD: Faith’s thanksgiving flows from knowing just how great and gracious our God is.
OPENING HYMN

We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer | 609 CW93

M:

The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

CALL TO CONFESSION
M:

Dear children of the heavenly Father. Every sin is an act of thankless rebellion against the good and gracious
Lord. Each and every sin, ever since the first sin, flows from a self-engrossed thankless heart. Come, let us
approach our merciful Lord, seeking His forgiveness for our profound thanklessness.

C:

Lord God, Creator and Judge of all mankind, hear my confession this day according to your steadfast
love and kindness. I freely confess all my failures to obey your holy will. With shame I acknowledge them
as thankless offenses to your holy majesty and loving goodness. With fear and guilt I admit to a life of sin
and a heart filled with selfish affections. I have no excuse and know your just judgment is eternal
separation from you and all that is good.
Having lost all hope in myself, I rely exclusively on your eternal mercy through Jesus Christ and claim the
reconciliation he won for me on the cross. Take away my guilt. Crush my thankless sinful self and renew
me as your thank-filled child in thought, word and deed.

M:

Our dear Lord addresses us, “Take heart, friend, your sins are forgiven.” His blood has cleansed your thankless
heart of its guilt. Through Holy Baptism he gives you the Holy Spirit, to renew you daily as new creations in
Christ Jesus. He sets you free from sin’s ingratitude. He sets you free to live lives of thanksgiving to him, the
Living God, our Creator, Provider, Protector, Redeemer and Comforter.
In the peace of God’s full forgiveness,
Enter the LORD’s gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever.

SONG OF PRAISE

Glory Be to God the Father | 239:1-2 CW93

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of your Spirit lead
us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.
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THE WORD
THE LORD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD
FIRST LESSON

Deuteronomy 8:10-18 EHV

The full ought to be thankful! But sin turns the full into people full of themselves: impressed with themselves, fat and sassy. Such
people are truly empty, for they’ve forgotten the one who fills us in every way, giving us life and all that we are and have.
10

Then you will eat, and you will be filled, and you will praise the LORD your God for the good land that he has
given you. 11 Be very careful so that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments
and ordinances and his statutes that I am commanding you today. 12 When you eat and are satisfied, and you
build nice houses and move into them, 13 and your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold
increase, and everything that you have prospers, 14 watch out so that your heart does not become arrogant and
forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, where you were slaves. 15 Do not forget
the LORD, who led you in the great and terrifying wilderness, where there were venomous snakes and scorpions,
where the thirsty ground had no water, but the LORD made water come out of a flint rock for you. 16 Do not
forget the LORD, who in the wilderness fed you manna, which your fathers had not known before, to humble you
and to test you so that it would be good for you later on.
17

You might say in your heart, “My ability and the power of my hand have earned this wealth for me.” 18 But
then you are to remember that the LORD your God is the one who gives you the ability to produce wealth, to
confirm his covenant that he promised to your fathers with an oath, as he does to this day.
M:

This is the Word of the LORD.

C:

Thanks be to God.

IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul | 238 CW93

SECOND LESSON

Philippians 4:4-9 EHV

One day of Thanksgiving isn’t enough. Listen as Paul equips you to daily live, giving thanks to the Lord. It’s a powerful antidote to
worry and fear.
4

Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your
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requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commendable, if anything is excellent, and if anything is praiseworthy, think about these
things. 9 The things that you learned, received, heard, and saw in me: Keep doing these things. And the God of
peace will be with you.
M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

Psalm 136:1

Alleluia. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever. Alleluia.

REJOICE IN THE LORD

All People that on Earth Do Dwell | 233:1-4 CW93

GOSPEL

Luke 17:11-19 EHV

Here’s a man who came to Jesus to get well and got far more than what he asked for. Jesus also gave him a thankful heart. Contrast
his condition to the other nine and you’ll see who was fully healed.

M:

The Gospel, Luke 17.

C:

Glory be to you, O Lord!
11

On another occasion, as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, he was passing along the border between Samaria
and Galilee. 12 When he entered a certain village, ten men with leprosy met him. Standing at a distance, 13 they
called out loudly, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
14

When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” As they went away they were cleansed.

15

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice. 16 He fell on his
face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus responded, “Were not ten cleansed? Where
are the other nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to
him, “Get up and go your way. Your faith has saved you.”
M:

This is the Gospel.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ!
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THANKSGIVING HYMN OF THE DAY

Now Thank We All Our God | 610 CW93

THANKSGIVING MESSAGE

Luke 17:11-19 EHV

Faith Glorifies Our Merciful Lord
With our plea for mercy
What does the lepers’ plea for mercy show about their faith?
What kind of harmful attitude infects us?
What does it mean to call out to our Lord, “Have mercy on me”?
With our public thanks
How does Jesus answer the plea for mercy?
How do we publicly thank him?
Sermon by Rev. Gregg Bitter, used by permission
Ministering Elder: Mark Harris

PRAISE GOD, CONFESSING HIS NAME
Luther’s Explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe that God created me and all that exists,
and that He gave me my body and soul,
eyes, ears and all my members,
my mind and all my abilities.
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing
clothing and shoes, food and drink,
property and home, spouse and children,
land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life.
God also preserves me by defending me against all danger,
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guarding and protecting me from all evil.
All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven,
and not because I have earned or deserved it.
For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR THANKSGIVING
M:

Heavenly Father, you open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. Day after day you warm and
water the earth, and give people everywhere health, strength, companionship, and countless other blessings. You
send out the gospel to all people and through it you give the forgiveness of sins, new life and deliverance from
every evil. We know and confess that every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from you, the
Father of the heavenly lights.

C:

Your love endures forever.

M:

We acknowledge with grief, that while you are giving and generous, we are greedy and ungrateful. We complain
and worry. Forgive us for these and all our sins. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake. Prevent our abundant blessings from
becoming Satan’s trap to ensnare us. Keep our minds on things above, not on earthly things.

C:

Your mercy endures forever.

M:

On this Day of Thanksgiving, pour out your Spirit on us. Bless us with a faith that knows that as long as we have
Jesus, we have more than enough. Through your promises set us free from worry and fill us with the assurance
that you will supply all we need and more. Move us to be so captivated by your generosity that we become
boldly generous.

C:

Your love endures forever.

M:

Be with your people wherever they might be on this holiday. Bless us all with thank-filled hearts. Protect all who
are traveling. Cheer the hearts of the lonely, comfort those who sorrow, and look with compassion on the poor
and needy.

C:

Your mercy endures forever.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

… Lord, in your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions and thanksgiving.
Silent prayer.

M:

Jesus, you took bread and wine, thanked the Father for these gifts, then enriched this simple meal with the
presence of your body and blood. We thank you for this holy meal that offers, gives and seals to us your gifts of
the forgiveness of sins, new life and salvation. Renew us through these gifts that we may be your thankful
people.

All: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the
strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as
confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.

M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He
protects and preserves his Church in every age and gives us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus
with contentment and thanksgiving.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

DISTRIBUTION
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THANKSGIVING
THANK THE LORD

M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world,
that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow | 587 CW93
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