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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

To the friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to our first time guests we extend 

it most sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer fellowship with the 

risen living Redeemer, membership in His Church, and citizenship in His eternal 

kingdom. Our message is as old as the Word of God to man and as new as the new life 

it brings: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to give eternal life to people everywhere. 

Guest Book:  Before you leave today, please sign our guest book. It is located in the 

Narthex. 

Evening Prayer: Tonight’s service is based on the historic service called “Vespers.” Christians gather at 

the end of the day to raise their voices in thankful praise and prayer. Congregations may use the “Service 

of Light” as an alternate beginning. The “Service of Light” portrays the comforting and ever-present light 

of Christ as daylight disappears. 

Amplifiers:  Personal sound enhancement receivers are available to help the hearing impaired. An usher 

will be happy to assist you. 

Broadcast:  This Service is being broadcast at www.peacewithgod.com. Click on the blue box labeled 

“Live Online Services.” It can be viewed LIVE or any time from the collection of archived services. 

Copyrights:  The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic Pew Edition, 03N3038, © 

2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.  Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011.  Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved worldwide.  

  

The Advent of Christ, the Light of the World, 

is celebrated at this Advent Vigil 

with the lighting of the Advent Wreath 

during the Service of Light. 
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SERVICE OF LIGHT 

STAND as directed 
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M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm our 

hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly that we 

may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we 

worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

BE SEATED 

LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU (Psalm 141) 

 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing 

your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen.  
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PSALM Psalm 24 

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,* 

the world, and all who live in it; 

for he founded it upon the seas* 

and established it upon the waters. 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 

Who may stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 

he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 

Refrain 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory?* 

The LORD strong and mighty, 

the LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

lift them up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 

The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

Silence for meditation.  

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 

1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 

Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. 

All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net 

#A-712488 
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M: Lord God, Ruler of heaven and earth, cleanse our lives and purify our hearts so that your Son, the 

King of glory, may come in and lead us rejoicing to your heavenly city, where with the Holy Spirit 

you live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

LESSON Genesis 3:8-15, 21-24 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in 

the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD 

God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?” 

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 

ate it.” 

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

    and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

    and you will eat dust 

    all the days of your life. 

15 And I will put enmity 

    between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 

21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD 

God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be 

allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the 

LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been 

taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and 

a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
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LESSON Isaiah 63:16b-17, 64:1-8 

63:16b you, LORD, are our Father, 

    our Redeemer from of old is your name. 
17 Why, LORD, do you make us wander from your ways 

    and harden our hearts so we do not revere you? 

Return for the sake of your servants, 

    the tribes that are your inheritance. 

64:1 Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

    that the mountains would tremble before you! 
2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze 

    and causes water to boil, 

come down to make your name known to your enemies 

    and cause the nations to quake before you! 
3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 

    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 
4 Since ancient times no one has heard, 

    no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 

    who remember your ways. 

But when we continued to sin against them, 

    you were angry. 

    How then can we be saved? 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 

    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 

we all shrivel up like a leaf, 

    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 No one calls on your name 

    or strives to lay hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us 

    and have given us over to our sins. 

8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. 

    We are the clay, you are the potter; 

    we are all the work of your hand. 

 

 

M: The Lord will come again in glory. 

C: The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

STAND 
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HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates  |  4  
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BE SEATED 

AN ADVENT DEVOTION 

The Father comes with an amazing plan. 

STAND 

SONG OF MARY (Magnificat)  
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BE SEATED 

OFFERING 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and for the 

strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 
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M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for joy in 

doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health to 

this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, and 

spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls 

are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

 

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. Be 

our shield and strength, O Lord. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 

commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and 

quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 

 

STAND 

BLESSING 
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CLOSING HYMN Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow  |  587 


