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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
To the friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to our first time guests we
extend it most sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with the risen living Redeemer, membership in His Church, and
citizenship in His eternal kingdom. Our message is as old as the Word of God to
man and as new as the new life it brings: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to give
eternal life to people everywhere.
Guest Book: Before you leave today, please sign our guest book. It is located in the Narthex.
Style: For those not familiar with the historic liturgical worship style, the interactive nature of the
service may seem quite different. We agree with the ancient church that this style allows us to
receive the blessings of God’s word and offer thanks in response.
Service of the Word: Today’s service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the
proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and
thanksgiving.
Amplifiers: Personal sound enhancement receivers are available to help the hearing impaired. An
usher will be happy to assist you.
Broadcast: Today’s Service is being broadcast at www.peacewithgod.com. Click on the blue box
labeled “Live Online Services.” It can be viewed LIVE or any time from the collection of archived
services.
Copyrights: The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic Pew Edition,
03N3038, © 2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net
#A-712488. The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011. Biblica, Inc.® All
rights reserved worldwide. Bulletin graphics purchased from Paramentics.com.
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HOLY BAPTISM
TODAY’S THREAD: The day Jesus was raised guarantees the day when all in Christ will be
raised imperishable. Alleluia!
REMAIN SEATED

God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It | 737:1-3

BAPTISM HYMN
M:

The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS

M:

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All
of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our parents we inherit a
sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to
eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptism he
clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need
not control us any longer. We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak
these words:

C:

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a
new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

M:

As baptized children of God we confess our sins:

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am
truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

The Baptism of Simeon Joshua Kelley
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
M:

In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have brought
Simeon to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism that God grants the
new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this
gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal
salvation to all who believe.
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Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart † to mark you as a redeemed child of
Christ.
The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says:
Simeon Joshua Kelley, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your
baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God
strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you.
A Baptismal Garment is placed on the baptized.

M:

Receive this white garment as a visual reminder that Christ has taken away your sin, raised
you to new life, and clothed you with his perfect robe of righteousness.

Our newest brother in Christ is presented to the assembly:
Please rise.

BAPTISM HYMN
M:

God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It | 737:4-5

Brothers and sisters in Christ:
Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian love
therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever manner
possible so that Simeon may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to carry out
this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength.

C:

Yes, as God gives me strength.

A Baptismal Candle is lighted from the Paschal candle

M:

Simeon, you were darkness, but now through Holy Baptism, you are light in the Lord. Live
as a child of light. As a memento of this great event and your new identity in Christ, receive
this burning fire, drawn from the Paschal Candle―a symbol of the Risen Christ, the Glory of
the Lord, the Light of the World.

Addressing the parents

M:

Rekindle this candle every April 21st to remind and teach this child what God has done for
him through the gift of his Son and through Baptism which unites him with Jesus in his death
to sin and resurrection to new life. Teach him to live watching and waiting for Christ’s
return, so he may greet Jesus with joy and enter the eternal marriage feast of the Lamb.

M:

Let us pray:
Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you offer and
grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism as the robe of
righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with special favor on Simeon and
grant him a rich measure of your Spirit that he may grow in faith and godly living. Make us
willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us may
finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord.

C:

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

EASTER SONG OF PRAISE

This Is the Feast of Victory | 265:1, 2, 5

Text:
John W. Arthur,
1922-80.
© 1978 Lutheran
Book of Worship.
All rights reserved.
Reprinted by
permission of
Augsburg Fortress.
Tune: FESTIVAL
CANTICLE (Irregular
with Refrain)
Richard W. Hillert,
b. 1923. © 1975,
1988 Richard
Hillert. All rights
reserved.
Reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A712488
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death
and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through
baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and
praise now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 25:6-9

This is the Feast of Victory for our God. Jesus has solved the universal problem of death, removing its fatal
sting. Today we celebrate anticipating the eternal celebration that awaits with the Resurrection.
6

7

8

9

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare
a feast of rich food for all peoples,
a banquet of aged wine—
the best of meats and the finest of wines.
On this mountain he will destroy
the shroud that enfolds all peoples,
the sheet that covers all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears
from all faces;
he will remove his people’s disgrace
from all the earth.
The LORD has spoken.

In that day they will say,
“Surely this is our God;
we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the LORD, we trusted in him;
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

M:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 16

Keep me safe, O God,*
for in you I take refuge.
I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;*
apart from you I have no good thing.”
I have set the LORD always before me.*
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Refrain

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;*
my body also will rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the grave,*
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
You have made known to me the path of life;*
you will fill me with joy in your presence.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488
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SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 15:51-57

There is nothing in a graveyard that even hints of a resurrection. What’s hidden there, God reveals. Because
Jesus rose, on the Last Day the bodies of everyone will be raised. All who died in Christ will be raised
imperishable forever.
51

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a
flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will
come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55

“Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

56

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

STAND

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!

C:

He is risen indeed! Alleluia.

M:

This is the day the Lord has made;

C:

let us rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia. (Psalm 118:24)
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GOSPEL

Luke 24:1-12

Nonsense?! Consider these facts. 1. Jesus’ corpse wasn’t in the tomb. 2. God’s angels said he was alive. 3.
Jesus had repeatedly told them he would be put to death and raised on the third day. The only thing that
makes sense: Jesus rose from the dead, just as he said.

M:

The Gospel, Luke Chapter 24
1

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of
the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two
men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In
their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground,
but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the
dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you,
while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be
delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third
day be raised again.’” 8 Then they remembered his words.
9

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the
others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with
them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their
words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending
over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself
what had happened.
M:

This is the Gospel.

BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S SERMON – Children come forward
HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands | 720:1-3, 5, 7

SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map.
STAND
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EASTER
M:

Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

C:

Christ is risen!

M:

For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive.

C:

He is risen indeed!

M:

He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification.

C:

Alleluia!

M:

We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our
sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which raised him from the dead.

C:

We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world.

M:

Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory
over sin, death, and the grave.

C:

You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope.

M:

With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan's
head and have removed our guilt.

C:

You are risen!
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M:

Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, for we see that in your
perfect redemption we are freed from God’s condemnation.

C:

You are risen indeed!

M:

Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation.

C:

Alleluia!

M:

Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in
our risen Lord.

C:

We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life.

M:

Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

C:

He is risen!

M:

As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us
and all believers in Christ.

C:

He is risen indeed!

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

Lord, in your mercy…

C:

Hear our prayer.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M:

Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near and
far. Move many people to hear your call, delight in the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and
join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb.

C:

Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen.
1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. Adapted

LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
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Jesus Christ is Risen Today | 157

CLOSING HYMN

Silent prayer
Announcements after the close of service
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