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THREE WORDS OF TRUTH 

STAND 

OPENING HYMN O Dearest Jesus  |  117:1-5 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.  

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for 

providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. 

Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and 

receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

BE SEATED 

PSALM Psalm 27 

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; * 

be merciful to me and answer me. 

Do not hide your face from me,* 

do not turn your servant away in anger; 

you have been my helper. 

Do not reject me or forsake me,* 

O God my Savior. 

Refrain 
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Though my father and mother forsake me,* 

the LORD will receive me. 

I am still confident of this:* 

I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

Wait for the LORD;* 

be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

Refrain Tune: David Haas. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488. 

 

Silence for meditation. 

M: Gracious Father, you have been the light and salvation of your people in every age. Bring us, 

we pray, through the troubles of this present life that we may see your goodness in eternity; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN Go To Dark Gethsemane  |  104:3 

Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at his feet, 

Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete. 

“It is finished!” hear him cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

 

LESSON Passion Reading 5 

Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with Jesus to be executed. They brought 

Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means, “The place of a skull.” They offered him wine to 

drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. They crucified him there with 

the criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

Now it was the third hour when they crucified him. 

Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazarene, the 

King of the Jews.” 

Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 

city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 

So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that 

‘this man said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’” 

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one 

part for each soldier. They also took his tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 
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bottom. So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to see who gets it.” 

This was so that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: 

They divided my garments among them 

and cast lots for my clothing. 

So the soldiers did these things. Then they sat down and were keeping watch over him there. 

People who passed by kept insulting him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who were 

going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 

God, come down from the cross!”  

Those who were crucified with him also insulted him. In the same way the chief priests, 

experts in the law, and elders kept mocking him. They said, “He saved others, but he cannot save 

himself. If he’s the King of Israel, let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe 

in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now, if he wants him, because he said, ‘I am the 

Son of God.’” 

One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!” 

But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same 

condemnation? We are punished justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for what we have 

done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 

in your kingdom.” 

Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene were 

standing near the cross. 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 

mother, “Woman, here is your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” And from 

that time this disciple took her into his own home. 

It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 

hour, while the sun was darkened. 

At the ninth hour Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which 

means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah!” 

After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill the Scripture, Jesus 

said, “I thirst.” 

A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge, and 

soaked it with sour wine. Then he put it on a stick and gave him a drink. 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” 

Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” When he had 

said this, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

PAUSE FOR A MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION 

Suddenly the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and rocks 

were split. Tombs were opened, and many bodies of saints who had fallen asleep were raised 

to life. Those who came out of the tombs went into the holy city after Jesus’ resurrection and 

appeared to many people. When the centurion and those who were guarding Jesus with him saw the 

earthquake and how he cried out with a loud voice and breathed his last, they were terrified and 

began to glorify God, saying, “This man really was righteous. Truly this was the Son of God.” 
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When all the groups of people who had gathered to see this spectacle saw what had happened, 

they returned home beating their chests. All those who knew Jesus, and many women who had 

followed Jesus from Galilee and who had served him, were there, watching from a distance. 

Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, Salome, and the 

mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

M: This is the Passion History. 

C: All we like sheep have gone astray, 

M: and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

ALL: By his wounds we are healed. 

STAND 

HYMN Christ, the Life of All the Living  |  114 

BE SEATED 

SERMON TEXT John 19:14-18 

14 It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. 

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 
15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of 

the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him 

two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 

SERMON 

Take Him Away! 
Rev. Newton Trimmer 

Guest Pastor from Atonement Lutheran Church 

Baltimore, Maryland 

STAND 

HYMN O Dearest Jesus  |  117:6-7 

BE SEATED 

OFFERING 

PRAYERS 

 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and 

for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for 

joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and 

health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, 

and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose 

souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

M: Thanks be to God. 

C: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your 

care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace 

and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 
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