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Lesson 5 

Visions of God’s Power and Mercy 
The Flying Scroll 

In the prophet’s sixth vision (Zechariah 5:1–4), he sees a flying scroll. The scroll represents 
God’s word of Law, by which He brings the curse (5:3) of His wrath upon evil doers. 

41. What might the dimensions of the scroll (5:2), and the fact that it has writing on both 
sides (5:3), say about the Law of God? Which violations of God’s Law are specified in these 
verses? 

 
 
 
 

The Woman in a Basket 
In the prophet’s seventh vision (Zechariah 5:5–11), he sees a basket, which eventually is 

taken to the land of Shinar. Shinar is another name for Babylon (Daniel 1:1–2). At the time of 
Zechariah, Babylon had long since fallen to the Medes and Persians as an act of judgment from 
God. 

42. What is symbolized by the woman who is in this basket (Zechariah 5:7–8)? What could 
be the significance of the basket being closed with a cover of lead? 

 
 
 
 
43. In the Scriptures, “Babylon” (Shinar) may be used to represent all that is evil and even 

demonic (see, for example, Revelation 17:5–6). Why, therefore, would the contents of the basket 
be removed from “the land” (Zechariah 5:6) of Israel and taken to Babylon/Shinar? 

 
 
 
 

The Vision of Four Chariots 
In Zechariah’s eighth and final vision (6:1–8), he sees four chariots with horses. No human 

drivers are mentioned. Since angels in Bible times could be depicted as winged animals as well 
as winged persons, the absence of human drivers might suggest that the chariots symbolize 
angels. Additionally, this detail may represent the truth that God is accomplishing the good work 
symbolized by this vision without any assistance from humans. 
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The north is mentioned more in this vision than any other direction on the compass. In the 
time of the Old Testament, north could serve as a symbol of evil or the things that evil controls 
(2:6; see also Jeremiah 1:14–15; Ezekiel 39:1–2). 

44. Whose power and control is depicted by this vision (Zechariah 6:5)? What is the 
message of this vision (6:8)? What significance would this have for the life of the people of God 
in the time of Zechariah? 

 
 
 
 
45. How does this message bring assurance and comfort for you (Romans 8:31–32)? 
 
 
 
 

A Symbolic Action 
In Zechariah 6:9–15, we read that the Lord directed the prophet to perform the action 

described here. In this action there is a message for the people of Israel. 
We note that this action involves some Jewish exiles who have recently returned from 

Babylon (6:9–10, 14). It is significant that these returnees are identified with Hebrew names 
(Helem is apparently another name for Heldai, just as Hen, the son of Zephaniah, must be the 
same person as Josiah, the son of Zephaniah). These Hebrew names indicate that these men, in 
spite of the fact that they had probably been born in and lived their entire lives in exile in 
Babylon, had remained loyal to the God of Israel, for Jews in exile were often given Babylonian 
names (as in Daniel 1:6–7). Some of them adopted the foreign culture and religion. 

46. The prophet and these exiles are to make and present a crown. A crown is normally for a 
king; in contrast, what office is held by the man who receives this crown (Zechariah 6:11)? The 
next verse concerns a man known as the “Branch” who will build the temple of the Lord. Who is 
this individual (3:8; 4:7, 9)? 

 
 
 
 
47. In what way is this individual a “royal” figure (6:13) who points us to Christ (review 

Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; Matthew 1:12, 16)? 
 
 
 
 
48. What kind of relationship will exist between the priest and the royal “Branch” 

(Zechariah 6:13)? How does this relationship point us to the person and work of Jesus Christ 
(Hebrews 7:26–27; Matthew 18:23–27)? In light of this, how does the placing of the royal crown 
in the temple where the priests carried out their priestly service (6:14) point to Christ (see also 
John 2:19–22)? 
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The phrase in Zechariah 6:15, “And you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to 
you,” is a way of designating Zechariah as a true prophet of the true God (compare Ezekiel 2:5; 
33:33). The final sentence of this chapter could be rendered “And this will come to pass, if you 
will diligently listen to the voice of the Lord your God.” To listen to the voice of God is another 
way of indicating faith in Him and His Word. 

49. Zechariah 6:15 speaks of “those who are far off” coming to help build the temple. 
Where in the New Testament do we hear a similar phrase? 

 
 
 
 
50. To what teaching about the way of salvation and membership within the Church of God 

does this point us (Ephesians 2:11–22)? 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
• Thank God for His forgiveness in Christ. Pray for the faith to believe that God controls 

all things for our good, and for the strength to live as God would have you live. 
• Reread Zechariah 5 and 6 sometime during the coming week. 
• In preparation for the next session, read Zechariah 7 and 8. 


