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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
To the friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to our first time guests we
extend it most sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with the risen living Redeemer, membership in His Church, and
citizenship in His eternal kingdom. Our message is as old as the Word of God to
man and as new as the new life it brings: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to give
eternal life to people everywhere.
Guest Book: Before you leave today, please sign our guest book. It is located in the Narthex.
Style: For those not familiar with the historic liturgical worship style, the interactive nature of the
service may seem quite different. We agree with the ancient church that this style allows us to
receive the blessings of God’s word and offer thanks in response.
Service of the Word: Today’s service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the
proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and
thanksgiving.
Amplifiers: Personal sound enhancement receivers are available to help the hearing impaired. An
usher will be happy to assist you.
Broadcast: Today’s Service is being broadcast at www.peacewithgod.com. Click on the blue box
labeled “Live Online Services.” It can be viewed LIVE or any time from the collection of archived
services.
Copyrights: The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic Pew Edition,
03N3038, © 2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011. Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved
worldwide. Bulletin graphics purchased from Paramentics.com.

   Before participating in Communion   
We welcome all people to our services, those who are fully united with us in Christ’s
teachings as well as those who do not yet share our confession of the Faith. However, it is
a sad consequence of the divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend a general invitation
to all Christians to receive Communion with us. Our Lord teaches (1 Cor. 10:17 and
elsewhere) that Communion is an action of the celebrating community that declares their
oneness in the Faith, life, and worship. Communing with Christians not in fellowship with
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod [WELS] or our sister synod, the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod [ELS], would imply a oneness that does not truly exist, but for which we
pray. Our pastor will gladly talk with you about establishing communion fellowship here
at Peace.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
TODAY’S THREAD: The Victorious Lamb is my Shepherd. There is no life outside his flock.
STAND as directed

HYMN

The King of Love My Shepherd Is | 375

M:

The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS

M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from
my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

EASTER SONG OF PRAISE

This Is the Feast of Victory | 265:1, 3, 5

Text:
John W. Arthur,
1922-80.
© 1978 Lutheran
Book of Worship.
All rights reserved.
Reprinted by
permission of
Augsburg Fortress.
Tune: FESTIVAL
CANTICLE (Irregular
with Refrain)
Richard W. Hillert,
b. 1923. © 1975,
1988 Richard
Hillert. All rights
reserved.
Reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A712488

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead
us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house
forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
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FIRST LESSON

Acts 13:15, 16a, 26-39

Here we are 21 days after Easter and we're still talking about Jesus' resurrection to life. Good!
The eyewitnesses didn't stop talking about it for as long as they lived. It's the source of sure hope.
15

After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word
to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of exhortation for the people, please speak.”
16

Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said:…

“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of
salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus,
yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath.
28
Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him
executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down
from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many
days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are
now his witnesses to our people.
26

“We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us,
their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm:
32

“‘You are my son;
today I have become your father.’
34

God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said,
“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’
35

So it is also stated elsewhere:
“‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’

“Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was
buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the
dead did not see decay.
36

“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.”
38

M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd,*
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;*
he leads me beside quiet waters.
He restores my soul;*
he guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,*
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Refrain

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.*
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488.
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SECOND LESSON

Revelation 7:9-17

Salvation belongs to the Lamb who shepherds his people. He won the victory over their enemies. His blood
cleanses them. Following his lead, they go from affliction to victory with his gift of eternal life.
9

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They
were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in
a loud voice:
“Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.”
11

All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying:
“Amen!
Praise and glory
and wisdom and thanks and honor
and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen!”
13 Then

one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they
come from?”
14 I

answered, “Sir, you know.”

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore,
“they are before the throne of God
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne
will shelter them with his presence.
16 ‘Never again will they hunger;
never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on them,’
nor any scorching heat.
17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne
will be their shepherd;
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”

M:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

STAND

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!

C:

He is risen indeed! Alleluia.

M:

I am the good shepherd;

C:

I know my sheep and my sheep know me.

All: Alleluia. (John 10:14)
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GOSPEL

John 10:22-30

Not everyone can say, "The Lord is my shepherd." This relationship exits only where there is faith that listens
to him. He knows his own and they live listening to his word, for with him their safety is certain.

M:

The Gospel, John Chapter 10
22

Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the
temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around
him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.”
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s
name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the
Father are one.”
25

M:

This is the Gospel.

BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S SERMON – Children come forward
The Lamb | 714

HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map.
STAND
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
STAND

With High Delight Let Us Unite | 168:3

OFFERING HYMN

Let praise ring: Give thanks and bring To Christ our Lord adoration.
His honor speed By word and deed To ev’ry land, every nation.
So shall his love Give us above, From misery And death set free,
All joy and full consolations. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EASTER
M:

O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.

C:

Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

M:

In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the
lost.

C:

Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.

M:

Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant
us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed
people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:

C:

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory
and praise.

M:

Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those
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around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and
our treasures.
C:

Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.

M:

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and
the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal
life.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

… Lord, in your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M:

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we
come before you and say:

C:

Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.

Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep | 436

CLOSING HYMN

Silent prayer ― WELS Connection ― Announcements
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